Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
11-15-15 Ken Carlton Title: IN RESPONSE TO BACKSTABBING
Main Text: Psalm 54
Sermon Description: In keeping with the theme of Psalms 52-60, Psalm 54 provides a song of worship in the
presence of our enemies. II Sam 22:35, Ps 18:34, & 144:1 speak of the Godly warrior prototype in terms of
hands trained for war and fingers for battle. Ps 54 expounds the conditioning and disciplined mentality of the
warring ambassador by example in this soldier's lament in first person. Hands trained for spiritual war are
always directed heavenward by first priority before they reach down for the sword. This principle of war is
repeatedly modeled by David in his Psalms and his administration as anointed magistrate. The historical context
of this Psalm's inspiration is given in its title. Ziph was a city in the mountains of Judah about 5 miles south-east
of Hebron... One of David's many hideouts during the fugitive years of Saul's jealous & obsessive oppression.
The application points readily drawn from Ps 54 are pressing and numerous. Spurgeon reminds us from the first
clause: “Oh God, Save me!” that these words are fitted for the lips of believers in so many circumstances: “...the
exclamation of the newly pardoned penitent — the cry of the delivered saint — the song of the ripe Christian — the
shout of the glorified believer.”

Heading: A SELF DEFENSE STRATEGY AGAINST BETRAYAL...
1. HEARING (Ps 54:1-3)
a. Imperium (1,4,6) b. Lament (2) c. Entreaty (3)

2. DECLARATION (4-5)
a. “Behold” (4) b. God toward His own (4) c. Toward enemies of His own (5, Ps 15)

3. VOW & VICTORY  (6-7)
a. Worship in substance (Lv 22:21, Hb 9:14, Rm 12:1) b. Faith & tenses c. Trials & triumph (I Sm 23,26)

Close: Let us consider Psalm 54 in light of our recent sermon themes: hope — faith — promise — vow of Heb 6, as
well as saints of triumph, suffering, and patience (Dr. Shultz) of Heb 11. As an example and as a type of Christ,
David has written an anthem for the believer celebrating suffering unto glory... the shape of redemption!

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Betrayal 1 Betrayal 2 Hearing Declaration Vow & victory Offering
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:
1Sm 23:19-29 1Sm 26 Ps 54:1-3 Ps 54:4-5 Ps 54:6-7 Hb 9:14,Rm 12:1

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Further Study' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: Matthew 22:23-33 Sadducees cross examine Christ to their shame and our enlightenment...




