
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church  
8-21-16 Ken Carlton                                                                                  Title: MEETING THE BRIDEGROOM  
Main Text: Matthew 25:1-12
Sermon Description: In Matthew 13:10-17 there is a record in the words of Jesus for the reason He spoke in 
parables.  One aspect of Christ's purpose in this teaching context is described as a fulfillment of Isaiah's 
prophecy “You will indeed hear but never understand... for this people's heart has grown dull and with their ears 
they can barely hear and their eyes they have closed...”  In context, therefore, we find parables serve both to 
illuminate (for those with ears to hear) and to veil, as judgment on the spiritually dull of hearing.  In light of this 
hermeneutical note of context.  Mat 25:1-12 and the parable of the 10 virgins is doubly ironic.  It is a parable 
about dullness and drowsiness, and for the spiritually obtuse, it will both describe them and sedate them.  
However, for those with ears to hear, Mat 25:1-12 functions as a wake up call.  A signal warning against spiritual 
laziness and apathy.  It is the 1st of two 'waiting' parables in Matthew’s 5th discourse and calls attention of all who 
genuinely await the bridegroom Christ to tend to their lives as lamps need oil and trimming.   May the Lord grant 
us sovereign hearing this day!
                  Heading:  PARABLE OF THER 10 VIRGIINS EXAMINED IN ITS....               

1. DISCOURSE CONTEXT      
a. virgins, oil, drowsiness (24:12-14, Rev 2:2-7)          b. Delay by design         c. There was a cry! (24:42, 25:18)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. MATTHEW CONTEXT         
a. Reception range (7:24-27,13) b. “Lord” presumption (7:21-23,8:11-12)   c. Recapitulation (21:33-46, 22:1-14)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. CANONICAL CONTEXT     
a. Kingdom faithfulness (II Chrn 13:4-12)      b. Kingdom Unfaithfulness (Jer 25:8-11)   c. Judgement Imagery  
(Rev 18:21-24,19:6-9)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Close: Ultimately there are 2 types of wedding attendees, those who are enamored with the world and are 
consequently shut out – and those prepared to hear: “Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.”
….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Virgins, oil, sleep                       Example                            “Lord, Lord”                             Received word                      OT parallel                     NT parallel
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:
Mat 25:1-12                           Rev 2:2-7                               Mt 7:21-23                                  Mt 13:1-8                          Jer 25:8-11          Rev 18:21-24,19:6-9
   FURTHER STUDY:   see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com  
   NEXT WEEK:    Matthew 25:13-30 ...The Parable of the Talents...         


