Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
1-17-16 Ken Carlton Title: PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH
Main Text: Mat 23:1-12

Sermon Description: Mat 23:1-12 serves as a prologue to arguably the most scathing, thorough, and direct
message of condemnation in all of the gospels. The preaching of the Kingdom of God would not be complete
without these indicting words, however. For those with ears to hear, this magnifying glass of sovereign scrutiny
placed over the common heart defects of so many through the ages, is a great mercy. Jesus expounds the
substance of Kingdom values in His ministry as well as exposing its enticing and deceptive counterfeits... Later
in this section (23:23) the intent and value of the law, in which His hearers boasted expertise, is summarized by
three straightforward attributes: Justice, mercy, and faithfulness. The depravity of the human heart took
advantage of the Pharisee's position and substituted legalism, tyranny, and hypocritical pride for these virtues. In
the final analysis, these systemic sins were the reasons the religious leaders hated Christ. In their contentious
antipathy, they sought to entrap, belittle, arrest, and destroy Him because “they loved the glory that comes from
man more than the glory that comes from God.” (Jn 12:43)

Heading: 4 TEACHABLE CONTRASTS IN CONTEXT...

1. PHARISEE'S SITTING vs. CHRIST'S SITTING (Mt 23:1-3,22:44)
a. Significance of 'seat’  b. Self-incriminating claim (Jn 5:43-47) c. Legalism vs. intercession (Heb 7:25)

2. PHARISEE'S DEEDS vs. CHRIST'S BEATTITUDES (Mt 5:1-12, Mt 23:3-8)

3. PHYLACTERIES ON OUTSIDE vs. INSIDE OF PHYLACTERIES (Mt 23:5)
a. Texts & intent (Ex13:2-10, 11-16 Deut 6:4-9, 18-21)  b. Great command (22:34-40) c. Social foundations

4. GLORY OF MEN vs. GLORY OF GOD (Mt 23:8-12)
a. Titles & the Christ (22:42) b. Servant vs. tyrant (Mt 20:25-28) c. Fools by design (I Cor 1:13, 20, 26)

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Seat Moses & Jesus Beatitudes vs. Pharisees Phylacteries Servant leader Summary
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:
Mt 22:41-23:3 Jn 5:43-47 Mt 5:1-12 & 23:2-8 Dt 6:4-9 Mt 20:25-28 Mt 23:1-12

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Further Study' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: Mt 23:13-22 ... Three woes...



