Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
4-2-17 Ken Carlton Title: FAITH ON THIS SIDE
Main Text: Hebrews 11:13-19

Sermon Description: Commenting on Hebrews 11:16, Matthew Henry writes: “...God is not ashamed to be
called their God: such is His condescension, such is His love to them; therefore let them never be ashamed of
being called His people...”. One might add several other attitudes alongside 'ashamed', given the calling of faith
and its great extremes expounded in scripture and experienced in every age. Perhaps we could additionally say:
“...let them never be: afraid, discouraged, angry, disillusioned, distracted, dissuaded, depressed...”. While a
Christian can expect to struggle with these frames of mind, let us beware not to be ultimately captive by them
given the severe hardships and testing that will accompany the Christian confession. Paul often speaks of
experiences he endured that others may well have cited as cause for abandoning the faith: (II Cor 11:23-30)
imprisonments, countless beatings, near death moments, 5 times lashed 40 less 1, beatings with rods, stoning,
shipwrecked, adrift at sea, dangerous journeys, dangerous rivers, sleepless nights, hunger, thirst, cold and
exposure, anxiety for all the churches. Did these things ultimately leave him ashamed, discouraged, angry,
disillusioned, distracted, dissuaded, or depressed? On the contrary he says: “If [ must boast, I will boast of the
things that show my weakness.” Paul was a man of faith illustrating Hebrews 11 in his life and ministry. What
was he secret of his and the heroes of Hebrew's faith on this side of glory?

Heading: 3 PHRASES SUMMARIZING THE LIFE OF FAITH...

1. '"GREETED THEM FROM AFAR' (13)
a. IN faith (passive) b. Descriptors (13-16) c. Strangers & Aliens (Acts 7)

2. 'OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN' (15)
a. Corresponding cities b. Considering Lot (Gen 19:15-22)

3. 'HE WAS TESTED' (17-19)
a. BY faith (active)  b. Test & Testimony (Gen 22:2) c. Resurrection (Mat 16:25, Jn 8:56, I Cor 15:12-19)

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Overview Faith and city Strangers & aliens Return? Testing Resurrection
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:
Heb 11:13-19 Heb 11:1-10 Acts 7:54-60 Gen 19:15-22 Gen 22:1-14 [Cor15:12-19

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: ... Ps6S8....



