
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church
1-15-17 Ken Carlton                                                                   Title: MAN'S WEAKNESS – GOSPEL POWER  
Main Text: Mat 26:69-75
Sermon Description: Luke's gospel provides supernatural 'behind the scenes' perspective on these moments 
featured in all four gospels.  As to the denial of Peter – we learn that this event had been the topic of prior 
discussion in the spiritual realm.  Much like the prologue of Job which provides a window into the sovereign 
decree of God, we discover in the case of Peter, discussions that included negotiations attempted by the devil 
himself for the soul of the representative disciple.  (Luke 22:31-32) “ Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to 
have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.  And when you 
have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”  As this prophesied moment unfolds, the events of Jesus' trial 
demonstrate dramatic dichotomies that sharpen our view of the gospel through the lens of human sin, and the 
explosive power of grace.  1St: Christ prays three times to the Father (36-46) as His disciples sleep WHILE Peter 
wakes up to deny Jesus three times as His savior suffers at the hands of sinners.  2nd Jesus lays down His life in 
order to justify sinners and make them His own WHILE Peter denies his master trying to spare his own life.  3rd 
Peter denied his Lord before men to save himself WHILE later in his ministry he will confess his Lord at the 
cost of his life in hopes of saving the lost.  4th  Peter's grief leads him to repentance WHILE Judas' remorse leads 
him to destruction (27:3-10).  Peter's testimony provides us a microcosm of theological truths featuring 
sovereignty, sin, and salvation.

              Heading: THEOLOGICAL TRUTHS ILLUSTRATED BY PETER'S DENIAL:

1. THE WORD OF GOD ATTESTED   
a. Preceding imperatives (Mt 5:33-37, 10:32-39, 10:16-20)  b. Event specific prophesy (Mt 16:21,24-26, 26:31-35)                        
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2. THE CAPTIVE WILL OF MAN
a. Peter's prior resolve (Mt 16:13-17,21-23, 26:33,35)                                  b. Dragging his feet (Mt 26:58, 69-)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. THE WRATH OF GOD ATONED
a. Atonement for what?                                                                                   b. The poison cup    (John 21:15-19)                          
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
….................................................................................................................................................................................

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Peter's denial                      Oaths and vows                           Under trial                           “Acknowledge me”                  Prophecy                        Reinstated
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:
Mat 26:69-75                        Mt 5:33-37                              Mt 10:16-20                           Mt 10:32-39                          Mt 26:31-35                   Jn 21:15-19
   FURTHER STUDY:   see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
   NEXT WEEK:  Mat 27:1-10  ...Judas' recompense...


