Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
6-18-17 Ken Carlton Title: LAST DITCH EFFORT
Main Text: Matthew 27:62-66, 28:11-15

Sermon Description: As circumstances and conflicts come to a head in the final days of Christ, three
illegitimate authorities conspire against Christ to dismiss Him as the imposter. Priests, Pharisees, and Pilate
scheme to ensure their influence and authority at the expense of Jesus Christ; His person, His work, and His
message. We are reminded of a showdown that foreshadowed these events in Elijah's prophetic ministry. One
man faces 450 prophets of Baal in a cosmic challenge (I Kings 18:31-40). Elijah does everything in his power to
diminish the probability of this event taking place by water logging the sacrifice and altar. These circumstances
only served to magnify the greatness of God when heavenly fire fell and consumed everything, water and all. In
the case of the last ditch efforts of Christ's enemies at His death and burial, they take it on themselves to do the
same. Taking every conceivable action to stand in the way of God's plan for His messiah, yet their wicked
efforts only magnify His glory.

Heading: .. THE LEGACY OF CHRIST'S ENEMIES...

1. THEY CONCEDE WORLDLY AUTHORITY (Mt 27:62-63)
a. Motive (Jn 19:12-15) b. Then & now c. Psalm 70 effect

2. THEY CONDEMN CHRISTIAN TEACHING (Mt 27:64-66)
a. Motive (Jn 11:45-53) b. Then & now (Acts 19:23-41) c. Psalm 70 effect

3. THEY CONSPIRE TO PREEMPT THE GOSPEL (Mt 28:11-15)
a. How: lies and $ b.Then & now (Acts 5:34-42) c. Psalm 70 effect (commission vs. commission)

AIM: TO BEHOLD AND PROCLAIM THE DARKEST OF CIRCUMSTANCES ONLY MAGNIFY THE
GREATNESS OF GOD.

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Authority King vs. king The message Cost of truth Conspiracy Commission
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:
Mt 27:62-63 Jn 19:12-15 Mt 27:64-66 Acts 19:23-41 Mt 28:11-15 Mt 28:16-20

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: Mat 28:1-10 ...Resurrection record ...



