Sermon Notes Providence Community Church

11-19-17 Ken Carlton Title: ANGER vs. COMPASSION
Main Text: Jonah 4:3-5

Sermon Description: Instead of dealing with a wicked people as Jonah thought He should, the Lord uses this
occasion to discipline His servant. How often does our self-justified condemnation of others serve as a
convenient smoke screen for our own sin? Issues with others are exploited as useful means to divert attention
from the plank in our own eye. These 3 verses illustrate a principle in scripture which I believe is the Biblical
answer to the perennial question of theodicy: “How could an all-powerful and loving God exist given all the evil
in the world? Answer: “God has chosen to manifest His glory by reflection and by contrast.” Why does the
book of Jonah end in this seemingly anti-climatic fashion? It seems the most obvious answer is to magnify this
principle of providence; that God uses sin itself (even our own) to display His grace and mercy by glorious
contrast. This was true in the case of the corporate example of Nineveh and the individual example of Jonah.
Jonah begrudgingly and truthfully acknowledges this when he confesses in verse 2: “I knew that You were a
gracious God and merciful...” Consider this feature of the book of Jonah alongside the all-too-common
misconception that the “God of the Old Testament” is some kind of vindictive, judgmental, tyrant while Jesus of
the New Testament is a poster child of hippie values championing unconditional sentimental love. This message
is not unique to Jonah! Consider the allusions associated with these 3 verses...

Heading: .. PARALLELS REINFORCING THE MESSAGE OF AH

1. THE CAIN QUESTION (Gen 4:6-7)
a. Do well to be angry? b. Not unlike Esau (Gen 25:29-34) c. Self pity

2. FEAST OF BOOTHS (Lev 23:42, Ex 23:16, Deut 16:13, Neh 8:13-18)
a. East side judgement? (Ez 11:22-25, Mt 24:1-3) b. Feast of booths c. Jesus tabernacled (Jhn 1:14)

3. PODIGAL PARABLES (Luke 15:1-32)
a. Continued relevance b. Elder brother (Rom 11:18-22) ¢. Modern application

AIM: TO EXPOSE TEXTBOOK SINS & TO MAGNIFY THE KINDNESS OF GOD

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Jonah Cain Esau Feast of booths Jesus dwelt Lost Parables
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:

Jonah 4:3-5 Gen 4:6-7 Gen 25:29-34 Neh 8:13-18 John 1:1-14 Luke 15:1-32

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: ..Jonah 4.:6-end? Conclusion and summary...



