
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church
10-1-17 Ken Carlton                                                                                    Title: THE SCHOOL OF SUFFERING                                               
Main Text: Hebrews 12:5-11
Sermon Description: In light of his race analogy opening chapter 12, it seems appropriate that the author of 
Hebrews would extend his athletic metaphor to illustrate rigorous, behind the scenes training required to finish 
the course with honors.  In doing so, he underscores a recurring theme of Paul's epistles.  Perhaps the most 
recognizable and beautiful summary of this aspect of the Christian life is featured in II Cor 4:16-18.  The apostle 
declares we do not loose heart (16) as we realize “...this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison.”  this he stresses, is possible as we look to things unseen, learning to live 
in light of eternal realities.  –  In 1552, five young students wrote to encourage the church in Calvin's Geneva.  
Their letter can be found in The Register of the Company of Pastors of Geneva in the Time of Calvin.  They 
declared while awaiting martyrdom in prison:  “We testify that this is the true school of the children of God in 
which they learn more than the disciples of the philosophers ever did in their universities.”  They went on to 
distinguish between the theory and the practice of God's Word – recognizing they were realizing the value of the 
latter.  May our response to excruciating trials be similar...

                Heading: ...MAKING THE CASE FOR THE VALUE OF DISCIPLINE BY...

1. AN APPEAL TO REVELATION     (Heb 12:5-6, Prov 3:11-12)   
a. Attitude of the son                                b. Act of discipline (I Tim 3:16-17, 4:2-5)                c. Heart of the Father
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. AN APPEAL TO SONSHIP     (Heb 12:7-10)
a. Adoption (Eph 1:5, John 8:42-44)                    b. Legitimate sons (Gal 4:1-2)                        c. Lesser to greater
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. AN APPEAL TO FRUIT   (Heb 12:11-12)
a. Painful moments             b. Share His holiness (I Pet 4:12-14)        c. Peaceful fruit of righteousness (12:22-24)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
AIM: TO REMIND OUR SOULS THAT SORROWS AND SUFFERING PROVE GOD'S LOVE FOR US!
….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Discipline                          Role of scripture                           Sonship                                 Anti-sonship                             Fruit                                 Future  
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:
Heb 12:5-6                          II Tim 3:16-17                           Heb 12:7-10                             Jn 8:42-44                         Heb 12:11-12                  Heb 12:22-24
   FURTHER STUDY:   see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
   NEXT WEEK:    ...Psalm 74...


