Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
9-3-17 Ken Carlton Title: AUDIENCE OF HEROES
Main Text: Hebrews 12:1-4

Sermon Description: Much like the 12™ chapter of the book of Romans, the author of Hebrews introduces the
major application section of his book having laid the groundwork with painstaking precision. He answers the
question: 'how then shall we live..." in light of the testimony of former professors of faith — not to mention the
unparalleled exploits of its author and finisher — Jesus Christ Himself. To assist his readers in assimilating this
information in a practical way, he employs a competitive race metaphor. He compares the Christian life of
obedience and faith to an olympic event before a stadium packed with former champions whose exploits serve to
cheer on the latest generation of contestants. The analogy assumes not just their cries of encouragement as they
look on, but also the benefit of their training, as their own efforts are recorded and employed in the instruction of
the modern church, This “cloud” or multitude of heroes, has preceded us in attaining the glories of the next life
as they beckon us to join them. They now behold in fullness what we behold by faith this side of the finish line.
Let us race to join them as we learn from their example and look to Christ.

Heading: ...CLOSING THE CASE WITH AN APPEAL TO...

1. ACTION — LET US RUN (Hebrews 12:1)
a. Witness context (chap 11) b. Weight & sin specified (12:12-17) c. N.T example (Acts 7:51-60)

2. INSPIRATION — LOOKING TO JESUS (Hebrews 12:2)
a. Founder/perfecter (2:11-18) b. Persecution c. Promise (1:3,2:9,4:14,5:5,8:1,6:19,7:26,9:12,24,10:12)

3. REASON — CONSIDER HIM  (Hebrews 12:3-4)
a. Lesser to greater (11:39-40) b. Shedding blood ¢. Communion

AIM: TO REALIZE POTENTIAL ENCOURAGEMENT ACCUMULATED OVER THOUSANDS OF YEARS
OF FAITHFULNESS.

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
OT witness NT witness Perfecter The joy Shedding blood Summary
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:
Heb 11:25-28 Acts 7:51-60 Heb 2:11-18 Heb 1:1-4 Heb 9:22-28 Heb 12:1-4

FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: ..Psalm73...



