Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
4-15-18 Ken Carlton Title: WAR POETRY
Main Text: Hebrews 5:5-10, 6:13-20, 7:15-28

Aim: MAY THE SOBERING REALITY OF SOVEREIGN HISTORY CURB STATE IDOLATRY &
STRENGTHEN FAITH IN CHRIST.

Sermon Description: Nahum is given the task of delivering the message of the irrevocable judgements of God
against a city/nation of infamous war-mongers. God has set the reckoning date for Nineveh's war crimes on His
calender and the day is fast approaching. This time no repentance is forthcoming as in the days of Jonah which
only renders the city doubly guilty having received the testimony of the Law of God years previously.

The audience can change abruptly and frequently in this genre of prophetic poetry. We find Nineveh
squarely in the crosshairs in chapter 2. The nation of Assyria and its capital city are the target of pending
destruction via war. History records a coalition of the Medes and Babylonians fulfilling these words of Nahum's
prophetic war poetry. Scholars have noted a 3 fold division of Nahum's 3 chapters as follows: Judgement on
Nineveh Declared (chap 1), Described (2), and Defended (3). The descriptions of Nineveh's demise and
catastrophic defeat are vivid indeed in chapter 2 as we behold the Glory of God manifest in the spectacular
defeat of His enemies. This is not exclusive to Nahum, rather this account is added to the notable events
throughout the course of world history that foretell the ultimate victory of the risen Christ over every principality
and power. Nahum teaches us with Psalm 20 that “...some may trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we
trust in the name of the Lord our God. They collapse and fall, but we rise and stand up right. Oh Lord save the
king, may he answer us when we call..”

Heading: AHUM FORETELLS 4 SOFT TARGETS OF DIVINE JUDGEMENT.

1. POWER - “I WILL BURN YOUR CHARIOTS” (2:13)

a. 4 Part structure (2:1,13) b. The Lord's army (3-4) c. Live by the sword... (5)
2. POSTERITY - “DEVOUR YOUR YOUNG LIONS”

a. Stripped (7) b. Abandoned (8) ¢. Ruins (11)
3. PROSPERITY - “I WILL CUT OFF YOUR PREY”

a. Plundered (9) b. Terror (10) c. Spoils for another (12)

4. PRESTIGE - “YOUR MESSANGER SHALL NO LONGER BE HEARD”
a. Seat of power (6) b. Exchange of fortunes (2) c. Historical foreshadow (Rev 19:11-21)

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
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FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com
NEXT WEEK: .. Nahum 3....



