
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
3-11-18 Ken Carlton                                                                                        Title: DIVINE HISTORIOGRAPHY                               
Main Text: Psalm 78:40-55 
Aim: TO COMPELL AWARENESS & APPLICATION OF THE BIBLICAL PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY 
Sermon Description: Mindful of the prologue of Asaph's Psalm in verses 1-8, we dig deeper into the history 
text book assigned for children of believers or more precisely: children of the covenantally faithful.  We have 
established that Psalm 78, alongside the rest of scripture, presents and assumes a particular and self-conscious/
intentional philosophy of history.  Asaph understands with the inspired authors of scripture that the study of 
history presupposes a framework for the discernment of facts is necessary to order and prioritize significant 
events which provide an interpretive grid for the meaning of the human experience through time.  Education 
always entails the selective emphasis of signal facts to the exclusion of others.  What are, therefore, the 
imperative reference points in the human experience?  Which events are definitive moments in the record of 
human affairs?  What are milestones that render meaningful progress measurable?  In the movie “The Giver”, 
the living steward of cultural memory transfers his catalogue of significant information to the next generation.  
The few seconds of film where mental snap shots flit across the screen like “Life” magazine cover photos were 
among the most important in the entire movie, yet at the same time, were scenes most likely taken for granted.  
Asaph, as the steward of 'divine historiography', transfers to the submissive reader a catalogue of historical 
moments absolutely and perpetually definitive for the people of God through all redemptive history... 

          Heading: ...PERSPECTIVE SHAPING ASPECTS OF REDEMPTIVE HISTORY... 

1. REVELATION & RESPONSE    (Ps 78:40-43)                   
a. Rebellion in spite of power         b. Grieving – redemption          c. Testing – signs          d. Provoking – 
marvels 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ACTS OF JUDGEMENT    (Ps 78:44-51)                    
a. The land (Ex 7:1-13)                       b. The Animals                            c. The skies                                    d. Man 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ACTS OF SHEPHERDING   (Ps 78:52-55 )          
a. Pilgrimage (Ps 23:2)                                 b. Destination                                     c. Constitution (Heb 12:22-24) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Revelation/response             Judgement                                   Shepherding                             Staff                                     Future                          Next Week 
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses: 
Ps 78:40-43                           78:44-51                                       78:52-55                                Ex 7:1-13                          Heb 12:22-24                Ps 78:56-72 
 FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com 
 NEXT WEEK:    ...Psalm 78:56-72....


