
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
4-22-18 Ken Carlton                                                                                     Title: GOOD RIDDANCE NINEVEH                               
Main Text: Nahum 3:1-10 
Aim: TO APPRECIATE ALL THE MORE THE CITY OF GOD IN CONTRAST TO THE CITY OF MAN 
Sermon Description: The ministry of the prophet Nahum serves in some part to show that the wicked city of 
Nineveh is a particular instance of the universal truth that God will dismantle the collective idolatry of His foes 
though they seek refuge from His strong arm behind the social structure of a city or nation-state.  The demise of 
these examples of 'the city of man' portends the culminating judgements of history upon all wicked powers.  The 
closing book of the Bible reminds us as much even as the closing verse of Nahum makes clear this irreversible, 
wide spread, widely published and universally celebrated calamity that has descended upon the Assyrians is 
directly proportional to the reach of their influence in the prime of their power.  The operative political 
philosophy of Assyria is not so strange to us these days though the record of this nation’s influence may seem all 
but lost to ancient history.  Nineveh's policy makers and governors would instantly resonate with many post-
enlightenment values of our day.  Progressivism – for instance – the philosophy which assumes advancements in 
science, technology, economic development, social organization, and academics define and enable progress 
toward ideal conditions for humanity.  These ideas fit Assyria and its agenda like a glove... Thus we have the 
advantage of hindsight in their case through the writings of Nahum to see how it worked out for them.   

          Heading: ......THE PROGRESS OF PROGRESSIVISM (institutional idolatry)... 

1. FROM PREDATOR    (Nahum 3:1-3)                   
a. Deceitful (Ex 18:21, II Kings 18:22-25)                                    b. Greedy                                           c. Bloody       
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. TO PROSTITUTE    (3:4-5)                    
a. Seducing nations (Rev 17:1-6)                                  b. Shameful consequences                           c. Real causes 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. PARIAH   (3:6-7)          
a. Revolting                                                                                                             b. Pitiless demise (Isaiah 66:24)    
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. PRISONER  (3:8-10) 
a. Good for the goose...       b. Prelude for Babylon (Hab 2:12-14)        c. Prelude for every Babylon (Rev 19:1-4) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Deceitful predator                Seducing nations                      Coming doom                           Next to fall                           Last to fall                      Next week 
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses: 
II Kings 18:22-25                    Rev 17:1-6                              Nah 3:1-10                              Hab 2:12-14                         Rev 19:1-4                     Nah 3:11-19 
 FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com   
 NEXT WEEK:    Nahum 3:11-19


