
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
12-6-20  Ken Carlton                            .                                                             Title: CHRISTIAN SUFFERING 
Main Texts:  I Peter 3:13-4:6                                                                                      --worship text: Heb 1:1-9-- 
Aim: TO ENCOURAGE BELIEVERS IN THEIR CALL TO SUFFER FOR THE NAME OF JESUS.. 
Sermon Description: It is easy to imagine how the life of an exile might be marked with frequent suffering.  
The scriptures record the woeful plight of Israel in hardship of this sort on multiple occasions in multiple 
scenarios.  Maintaining enduring faith under such hardships is a challenge worthy of apostolic exhortation and so 
Peter addresses this issue thoroughly in his epistle.  The context references a situation in the early church of Asia 
Minor, described in (4:12) as a “fiery trial”.  In the next verse, he bids us to rejoice nevertheless insofar as we 
share in Christ's sufferings.  In our joy despite trials, we welcome the day when His glory is revealed.  In these 
two verses, Peter summarizes and reprises themes he has expanded in detail in chapters 3 & 4.  In these passages 
he lays out the relationship between the sufferings of Christ and our own call to suffer.  Recognizing this 
connection will equip the church to proclaim and testify to the gospel despite the battle around him and the battle 
within him.  These instructions are crucial to the testimony of the church in every age... When we embrace the 
hardships that attend the Christian life as Peter sets forth in our text today, we magnify Christ the Lord as holy 
(15a).  To do any less is to implicitly affirm worldly philosophies like nihilism which holds that nothing has any 
ultimate meaning, least of all the sufferings of this existence.  Looking to Christ, we see that nothing could be 
further from the truth.  Verses 21 & 22 appeal to the resurrection and ascension which remind us that though we 
are called to struggle as elect exiles sojourners – In Christ –  we are ultimately triumphant.  What hope and help 
for the weary Christian the Gospel brings, Let us thereby be equipped. 

             Heading: 3 KINDS OF SUFFERING & THEIR CORRELATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN...  

1. SUFFERING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE  (I Peter 3:13-17)..............Our exile calling: “Have no fear” 
a. Challenged for your faith                b. Slandered & reviled                c. Considering the source (Mat 25:31-46) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. SUFFERING ONCE FOR SINS    (18-22).................................Jesus the archetype: “Since therefore Christ” 
a. Sin offering (Heb 7:26-28)         b.  Flesh & spirit     c. Bridging event & need (II Pet 2:5)    c. Ultimate glory 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. SUFFERING IN THE FLESH   (4:1-6)...............................................Our holiness calling: “Arm yourselves”    
a. 2 reasons for living                                            b. Suffering applied                     c. Final judgement perspective         
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
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I Pet 13-17                                 18-22                                    Heb 7:26-28                            I Pet   4:1-6                          Heb 1:1-9                            Ps 110


