Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
5-29-22 Ken Carlton Title: JACOB'S PILLARS
Main Text: Genesis 35:13-20 --worship text: Psalm 118:22-29--
Aim: TO CHART THE PROGRESS OF GOD'S PROMISES INSPIRING THE WORSHIP OF HIS PEOPLE...
Sermon Description: Jacob has set up 4 pillars as recorded in scripture. We have noted that these stones serve
as “monolithic monuments of covenant remembrance and testimony”. The use of stones to signify the important
and the permanent is not unique to Jacob. We are reminded that the Lord Himself wrote His law on a set of
stones with His very finger. Additionally, entrance into the promised land under Joshua was accompanied by the
setting of stones as well. Moses gives specific instructions for this monument and ceremony in Deut chapters 27
& 28. In this instance the children of Israel are commanded to “set up large stones and plaster them with plaster.
& you shall write on them all the words of this law when you cross over to enter the land that the Lord your God
is giving you.” (27:2-3). In our text, as Jacob has entered the promised land and sojourned therein according to
the covenant, he too has marked his journey with pillars of remembrance. There are 4 such events in the course
of Jacob's life marking 4 monumental occasions. Each occasion presents a trial or challenge threatening the life
and calling of the patriarch in some form. However Jacob's faith is strengthened with each divine intervention of
the Lord on his behalf along the way. These moments of salvation inspire Jacob to commemorate the mercies of
God with a touchstone or landmark. These stones remain standing in the record of scripture though the physical
rocks themselves are long since lost to history. Let us “return” to these signal moments as the spiritual lineage
of Jacob and glorify God for His grace, faithfulness, and watch-care of our covenant fore-bearers. ...

Heading: JACOB SETS UP PILLARS AT...

1. THE GATE OF HEAVEN (Gen 28:8-22)
a.) (ordeal) Facing exile b.) (divine intervention) Heaven's staircase c.) (worship) Offering of oil

2. THE LABAN COVENANT ALTAR (31:44-55)
a.) Fleeing Laban b.) Laban's dream (31:24) (20:1-7) c.) Sacrifice & feast

3. THE BETHEL RENEWAL ALTAR (35:18-22)
a.) Tragedy & sin b.) Covenant renewal c.) Drink offering & oil (Ex 29:40-46)

4. THE GRAVE OF RACHEL (35:16-21)
a.) Death of Rachel (Jer 31:15, Mat 2:17-18) b.) Birth of Benjamin c¢.) Bethlehem worship (Mat 2:4-11, Lk 2)
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