
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church
2-28-21  Ken Carlton                               .                                                                   Title: SHIELD & REWARD
Main Text: Genesis 21:22-34                                                                                  --worship text: Psalm 112:1-6--
Aim: TO REALIZE THE FAITH BUILDING POWER OF THE COVENANT SON...
Sermon Description:  Psalm 112 announces:  “...blessed is the man who fears the Lord; who greatly delights in 
His commandments”.  The song thusly continues expounding, via 'poetic ideal', the rewards of godly fear.  
Abraham's account in our text today illustrates the 'blessed man' of Ps 112 in real time.  In Gen 21, a foreign king
is seeking Abraham's favor and acknowledging the status of the patriarch whose renown is increasing in the 
land.  Further echoing the theme of Ps 112, Abraham's legacy is now assured through the birth of the covenant 
son.  Blessings attend the God-fearing and Abraham is proof.  There is quite a contrast between this encounter 
with Abimelech and the occasion of their first meeting in chapter 20.  What could account for this difference?  
The context answers along the way.  Incidentally, the first encounter between Abraham and Abimelech involved 
conflict with respect to the promised seed, (if Sarah became Abimelech's wife, the line of the Messiah would be 
jeopardized).  The second encounter involves conflict regarding the land (a dispute over a well in the area which 
would eventually mark the southern border of Israel).  Covenant themes are featured in this way throughout the 
narrative.  Can Yahweh be trusted to secure the promises of the Abrahamic covenant in spite of trials?  The 
consistent answer through the record of Genesis is a resounding: “yes!”  punctuated with numerous testimonies 
of the Lord's faithfulness along the way.  Our text today is no exception...

              Hea  ding: KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING THE ABRAHAM/ABIMELECH TREATY... 

1. ABRAHAM IN THE KING'S VALLEY  (Genesis 14:13-16, 20-24, 15:1-2)
a. Foreign policy (14:13)                      b. Vassal status (II Cor 6:14)                     c. Abraham's insecurity (15:1-2)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ABRAHAM IN GERAR   (20:1-2, 21:1-7, 21:22)
a. A Policy of fear (12:10-15)                  b. A water shed experience (21:1-7)             c. Treaty incentive (21:22)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ABRAHAM'S DEFINITIVE ALLIANCE   (21:33-34)
a. A role reversal                                           b. A conciliatory offering                             c. Public worship (12:3)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               
Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
King's valley                            Gerar                                          Before                              Promise received                          After                          Next Week
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                        Verses:                    Verses:



Gen 14:13-15:2                         chap 20                                     12:10-15                                21:1-7                                   21:22-34                  Guest speaker!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Dave Ingenrigtson


