
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
10-13-19  Ken Carlton                                                                             Title: GREAT COMMISSION ANTHEM                      
Main Text: Psalm 96 
Aim: TO CONVEY O.T. INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CHURCH TO FOLLOW WITH N.T. CLARITY. 
Sermon Description: Spurgeon comments on the placement of Psalm 95 and 96 in the Psalter noting... “It 
follows fitly upon the last Psalm which describes the obstinacy of Israel, and the consequent taking of the gospel 
from them that it might be preached among the nations who would receive it, and in due time be fully won to 
Christ by its power.  It thus makes a pair with the ninety fifth Psalm, it is a grand missionary hymn.”  The 
historical occasion providing the context for the Psalm is also instructive.  We find most of the Psalm recorded in 
conjunction with the return of the ark of the covenant to a prominent position among the people of God under the 
reign of king David. (I Chron 16:23-34).  It is therefore clear that David does not consider the restoration of 
worship and the return of the ark to be a mere parochial occasion.  He commemorates these moments with a 
sweeping anthem of the universal reach of Yahweh's kingdom calling everyone everywhere to attention.  Psalm 
96 anticipates milestone events yet future that will fulfill the promise to Abraham that he will be a blessing to the 
nations.  It foretells the spread of the Gospel through the church age preaching to the Gentiles the hope of 
salvation in Christ alone.  It is saturated with faith that the coastland peoples will be reached with the glorious 
advance of God's redemptive purposes in the fullness of salvation's history.  The Psalm is structured around four 
imperatives to broadcast the glory of God to the ends of the earth... 

                              Heading: PSALM 96 INSTRUCTS TRUE WORSHIPPERS TO… 

1. SING TO THE LORD (all the earth)    (Psalm 96:1-2)               
a. Kind of song                                                         b. purpose                                                                  c. Theme                                    
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. DECLARE HIS GLORY (among the nations)    (3-6) 
a. Glory = works                                      b. Fear by contrast (I Sam 5:1-7)                                c. Fear by splendor 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. ASCRIBE TO THE LORD (oh families of the peoples)     (7-9) 
a. Temple context                                      b. Splendor of holiness                                        c. Tremble before Him 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. SAY (among the nations) THE LORD REIGNS    (10-13) 
a. Fixed order                               b. Chorus of nature                      c. Coming judgement (Josh 6, Jonah) 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Sing                                          Declare                                      Ascribe                                      Say                                     In history                       Next week  
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses: 
Ps 96:1-2                                        3-6                                               7-9                                     10-13                              I Sam 5:1-7                     Gen 12:1-9


