
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
10-4-20  Ken Carlton                            .                                                                     Title: ZEALOUS FOR GOD 
Main Texts:  I Peter 3:8-17                                                                                             --worship text: Psalm 34-- 
Aim: TO EXHORT & EQUIP THE CHURCH UNTO GODLINESS DESPITE THE COST.. 
Sermon Description: Having examined how Christian convictions relate to our testimony interacting with the  
human institutions which make up any given social order, the apostle Peter extends his appeal for Christian 
conduct in more general terms.  He encourages the church to embrace and display Godly virtue in all their 
dealings.  Given Peter's own experience and the teaching of his Master, he is not naive.  He knows that these 
“elect exile” believers have encountered resistance to their faith and they will likely face more persecution in the 
future given the hostile, pagan culture that surrounds them.  Thus “honorable conduct among the Gentiles” must 
take into account what righteous behavior looks like in the face of intense opposition.  Before making 
application in the context of an idolatrous society, however, Peter reminds the church of Asia Minor that they 
ought to consider their ways first and foremost in light of the eyes and ears of God (12).  In making his case, 
Peter cites the words of David from Psalm 34:12-16.  This reference is instructive on many levels given the 
calling of David himself and the endurance required of him along the path of providence in his life.  Ultimately 
Peter closes this section pointing once again to the “Son of David” however, reminding the church of every age, 
regardless of any difficulties, that the ministry of Jesus models and proves redemptive purpose in suffering.  We 
are reminded of this in I Peter 3 and at the Lord's table today... 

                           Heading: CHRISTIAN (ELECT EXILE) CONDUCT...  

1. FACING GOD    (I Pet 1:8-12) 
a. Virtues                                    b. Calling & blessing (Ps 34:1) (2:21-23)                  c. Words, actions, ambitions   
d. Divine countenance (Num 6:22-27)              
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. FACING CULTURE    (13-17)     
a. Fearless righteousness                                    b. Christ as holy                                   c. Shaming the slanderers    
d. Virtuous suffering (2:21-23, 3:18, 4:1-2, 4:13-16) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNION 
…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Virtues & blessings               The face of God                      Fearless righteousness             Virtuous suffering                    Citation                        Next Week  
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:  
I Pet 3:8-9                                    10-12                                            9-15                                     16-17                             Ps 34:12-16                           Ps 108 


