
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
2-10-19 Ken Carlton                                                                                                Title: HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL                          
Main Text: Psalm 89:1-18 
Aim: TO EQUIP THE CHURCH TO RECOGNIZE & PROCLAIM THE EXCELLENCIES OF GOD. 
Sermon Description: Psalm 89 closes the 3rd book of the Psalter.  It serves as a great example of a book three 
Psalm featuring prominently 3 major themes.  First: (1-18) Praise and adoration for Yahweh – the great and only 
covenant keeping God.  Second: (9-37) A recounting of covenant terms that establish the hope and identity of the 
people of God.  Third: (38-52) A lament and appeal to this covenant promise given adverse circumstances 
plaguing the nation of Israel.  In this structure, Psalm 89 shares the priorities of the Lord's prayer (Mat 6:9-13) 
which begins: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.”  Ethan the Ezrahite begins his Psalm exalting the 
Lord and His holy name in sweeping stanzas of worship and praise.  Psalm 89 is situated next to Ps 88 in 
location and theme – albeit expanded.  Whereas the previous psalm mentioned only briefly that Yahweh was the 
God of his salvation (88:1), the first 18 verses of Psalm 89 expound the greatness and glory of the steadfastly 
loving God of Israel.  Spurgeon comments on the usefulness of Psalm 89 evident from the first verse: “What 
Ethan sung is now a text book for Christians, and will be so as long as this dispensation shall last.  We ought to 
have an eye to posterity in all that we write, for we are the school masters of succeeding ages.”  In this, Spurgeon 
recognized that Psalm 89 serves as a hymn and an example for believers of all ages... 

   Heading: ...ETHAN (the Ezrahite) EXTOLS THE GLORY OF GOD FEATURING ... 

1. THE COVENANTAL LEGACY OF GREATNESS    (Ps 89:1-4)                
a. Generational praise                                         b. Permanence                        c. Davidic dynasty (II Sam 7:12-16) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. COSMIC DISPLAY OF GREATNESS   (Ps 89:5-9)                  
a. The heavens (Ps 19:1)                                 b. The celestial council                                       c. The chaotic sea 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. GEO-POLITICAL MEASURES OF GREATNESS   (Ps 89:10-14)      
a. Empires                           b. Dominion claim                     c. Boundaries & strongholds               d. Government 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4, CITIZEN BENEFITS OF GREATNESS     (Ps 89:15-18) 
a. Magnified                                                            b. Glorified                                                        c. Strengthened 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Covenant                           Cosmic display                            Geo-political                          Citizen benefits                   Davidic Son                     Next week 
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses: 
Ps 89:1-4                                       5-9                                           10-14                                    15-18                            Mat 1:1, 20-23                    Ps 89:9-37 
 NEXT WEEK:    Psalm 89:19-37  ..Recounting the Covenant...


