Sermon Notes Providence Community Church

5-5-19 Ken Carlton Title: A TALE OF TWO SONS
Main Text: Galatians 4:21-31

Aim: TO PROCLAIM LAW & GOSPEL CONTINUITY FROM THE GREATER CONTEXT OF SCRIPTURE.
Sermon Description: Here Paul introduces his second illustration to emphasize the distinction between the
'justification by faith alone' gospel and the notion of works enabled salvation. Having introduced the picture of a
guardian/child relationship, to represent the telos of the law, he now cites contrasts from the biography of
Abraham's 2 sons: Isaac and Ishmael as an allegory of the true gospel vs. the Judaizer's heresy which was
infecting Galatia. Sarah was the wife of promise. God had spoken that she would bear a son and thus fulfill
God's prophecy to Abraham that he would be the father on many nations. However, Sarah was barren and the
promise was slow to materialize, seemingly impossible through her. Jamieson, Faucet, and Brown comment:
“After having sufficiently maintained his point by argument, the apostle confirms and illustrates it by an inspired
allegorical exposition of historical facts, containing in them general laws and types. Perhaps his reason for using
allegory was to confute the Judaizers with their own weapons... Paul meets them with an allegorical exposition —
not the word of fancy - but sanctioned by the Holy Spirit. The history of the elect people, like their legal
ordinances, had besides the literal, a typical meaning...”

Heading: .. THE T ALLEGORY SERVES TO ILLUSTRATE

1. SLAVERY vs. FREEDOM (Gal 4:21-22)
a. Listen to the law b. Bondage illustrated (3:10,23,24) c. Freedom illustrated (3:10)

2. FLESH vs. PROMISE (Gal 4:23, 28-31)
a. Ends & means b. Plan B fallout (Gen 16:3-5) c. Irreconcilable conflict (Gen 21:10)

3. MT. SINAI vs. JERUSALEM ABOVE (Gal 4:24-27)

a. Two covenants b. Above vs. below c. Citation in context (Is 53, 54:1-5)
(COMMUNION & CLOSE)

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Background Continued Slavery vs. freedom Flesh vs. promise Sinai vs. Jerusalem Next week
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:

Gen 12-6:1-5 Gen 21:8-14 Gal 4:21-22 Gal 4:23. 2831 Gal 4:24-27 Psalm 92



