
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
7-5-20  Ken Carlton                              .                                                              Title: HONORABLE CONDUCT 
Main Text: I Peter 2:12-25                                                                                               --worship text: Psalm 
124-- 
Aim: TO EQUIP THE CHURCH WITH STRATEGIES TO NAVIGATE SOCIETY... 
Sermon Description: I Peter 1:12 issues a directive for elect exile sojourners to conduct their affairs while they 
remain distant from their final destination and consummate homeland.  We are to practice voluntary submission 
to human institutions in this meantime.  As the passage unfolds, example institutions are referenced including  
Civil government, Servitude or slavery, Marriage.  Peter points us to the example of Jesus' earthly ministry 
throughout, echoing the author of Hebrews appeal to “look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” (Heb 12:2).  Though living under the current conditions often involves suffering and humility, 
this calling ultimately serves to model the ministry of Jesus in His work of redemption.  In this way, the tyranny 
of man, our sinful condition, and the order of hierarchal relationships in society are co-opted as opportunities to 
display the Gospel among unbelievers.  In Peter, we have this concept by way of imperative, in other passages, 
especially in Acts, we have numerous apostolic examples.  Acts 16 provides a striking instance. (20-24), (27-31), 
(35-39) Here the abuse suffered by Paul and Silas moved the jailer to cry out for salvation, even while the legal 
proceedings eventually served to put to shame the ignorance of foolish people.  Paul and Peter are addressing the 
question: “What does honorable conduct among the Gentiles look like? 

                            Heading: LIVING AS SERVANTS OF GOD GIVEN... 

1. THE IMPOSITION OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT     (I Pet 1:13-17)        
a. Reasons as qualifying conditions                        b. Limiting clauses (Rom 13)                      c. Rules of thumb                              
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. THE SUBJUGATION OF SLAVERY     (18-20) 
a. Slavery defined & distinguished                        b. Free people                                            c. Gracious suffering 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST'S SUFFERING       (21-25) 
a. Free from sin                                    b. Trusting the absolute judge                               c. Suffering with purpose   
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMUNION…....................................................................................................................................................... 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Apostolic example                 Government                                Slavery                               Jesus' suffering                   Jesus example                    Next Week  
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:  
Acts 16:20-39                        I Pet 2: 13-17                                 18-20                                       21-25                              Jn 19:1-11                        Psalm 105  


