Sermon Notes Providence Community Church

8-25-19 Ken Carlton Title: TWISTING HEAVEN'S ARM
Main Text: Genesis 11:1-9

Aim: TO UNDERSTAND BABEL IN THE CONTEXT OF FUTURE HISTORY .

Sermon Description: Genesis chap 11 recalls specific events instrumental in establishing the individual identity
and geographic dispersion of the clans, languages, lands, and nations of Gen 10. This record is foreshadowed in
chapter 10 as Moses describes the descendents of the cursed line with special mention of “Nimrod” (8-12).
Nimrod is the archetypal strongman and pagan hero figure. His name literally means: “we shall rebel” and like
the Cain impulse in defiance of the Word of God (4:13-17), he built cities to establish himself and society on the
name of humanity rather than the glory of Yahweh. The blueprints for Babel archetypically illustrate the
perennial problem of unity and diversity. Do we find our unity in common cause with our fellow man, or do we
find unity in the true worship of the God who has made us and covenanted with us? Do we preserve our identity
as individuals securing the authority to define ourselves, making our own name — or do we find true individual
meaning as we live in submission to our Creator and Savior. Which view of social order is sustainable? Babel
teaches that the only secure footing and coherent worldview is found in covenant with the Triune God of
scripture. All other schemes will not stand of the Day of the Lord!

Heading: KEY ELEMENTS TO A DERSTANDI FBABEL

1. PLANNING AS SUBVERSION (Gen 11:1-4)
a. Anti-covenant  b. Anti-creation (Gen 1:26) c. Technologically advanced  d. City & tower (Is
2:12-19)

2. PURPOSE & MOTIVE (4)
a. Religious b. Self-exalting (Is 44:1-5) c. Self-preserving

3. PAROUSIA: THE DAY OF THE LORD (5-9)
a. Evaluation b. Declaration c. Disabling c. Anticipating(Gen 28:12-15, John 1:51, Acts 2:1-11)

FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme: Theme:
Planning/motives Day of the Lord True tower True name Babel reversed Next week
Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses: Verses:

Gen 11:1-4 5-9 28:12-15 1s 44:1-5 Acts 2:1-11 Gal 6:11-18




