Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
6-6-21 Ken Carlton . Title: VICTORIOUS SUFFERING
Main Text: I Peter 5:6-14 --worship text: Psalm 84--
Aim: TO EQUIP THE CHURCH WITH MEANS OF GRACE TO STAND VICTORIOUS....

Sermon Description: Waiting is dangerous. Toward the end of Jesus' earthly ministry, He illustrated the call to
vigilance between advents of redemptive history by way of parable. The parables of the 10 virgins and the
talents (Mat 25) communicate proper orientation for disciples who find themselves called to faithful gospel
service in the time between Christ's visitations. Peter echoes these admonishments to the churches in his charge
at the end of his own ministry in his epistles addressing the “elect exiles” (his readers). Peter likewise warns the
churches that the suffering and trials attending this “little while” between Jesus' ascension and the 2™ coming are
harrowing. Without intentional preparation and equipping, the confessing church will not survive. Peter himself
has experienced the dangers of following Christ even unto death. Underestimating the serious nature of the call
of discipleship, he denied his Lord 3 times. The apostle knows the dangers of the Christian walk first hand.

John Bunyan powerfully allegorized these themes in his enduring classic: “Pilgrim's Progress”. Time and again
the Christian faces danger, peril, and sword within and without as he journeys toward the celestial city. Bunyan
understood what Jesus and Peter had spoken to the church. The path to glory is paved with suffering,
nevertheless, the Word of God is sufficient to prepare us to endure and more. Indeed just as the darkest hours of
Christ's own earthly calling proved His most powerful moments in defeating the enemy — we can be assured that
in Him we will be victorious through suffering as well. To do so we must heed the words of our text today...

Heading: TACTICS FOR CHRISTIAN ENDURANCE UNTO VICTORY...

1. ASSUME STRATEGIC ATTITUDES (I Peter 5:6-9)
a.) Humble (Dt 3:24) b.) Sober-minded (1:14,18, 4:1-7) c.) Watchful d.)Firm

2. REALIZE DIVINE INTENTIONS (10-11)
a.) Restore (Jn 21:15-17, II Cor 4:17) b. Confirm c.) Strengthen d.) Establish (4:11)

3. EMBRACE GOSPEL CONSOLATIONS (6,9, 12-14)
a.) Pending exaltation (Eph 2:6) b. Shared experience c.) Personal greetings d.) Communion
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